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A Prognostication upon Cards and Dice

BEFORE the sixth day of the next new year,
Strange wonders in this kingdom shall appear.
Four kings shall be assembled in this isle,
Where they shall keep great tumult for awhile,
Many men then shall have an end of crosses,
And many likewise shall sustain great losses,
Many that now full joyful are and gkd
Shall at that time be sorrowful and sad.
Full many a Christian's heart shall quake for fear,
The dreadful sound of trump when he shall hear.
Dead bones shall then be tumbled up and down
In every city and in every town.
By day or night this tumult shall not cease,
Until an herald shall proclaim a peace:
An herald strange, the like was never born,
Whose very beard is flesh and mouth is horn.

Epitaph on the Earl of Leicester

HERE lies the noble Warrior that never blunted sword j
Here lies the noble Courtier that never kept his word;
Here lies his Excellency, that governed all the state;
Here lies the Lord of Leicester that all the world did

A Poem put into my Lady Laiton's Pocket

LADY, farewell, whom I in silence serve I
Would God thou knewest the depth of my desire:
Then mought I wish, though nought I can deserve,
Some drops of grace to skke my scalding fire,
But sith to live alone I have decreed,
I '11 spare to speak, that I may spare to speed.

On the Snuff of a Candle

COWARDS fear to die: but Courage stout,
Rather than live in snuff, will be put out.

To His Mistress

OUR passions are most like to floods and streams;
The shallow murmur, but the deep are dumb.
So, when affections yield discourse, it seems
The bottom is but shallow whence they come.
They that are rich in words must needs discover
That they are poor in that which makes a lover.